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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 7094 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, GW, GW 

SUBJECT: GDR LEADERSHIP CHANGES 

REF: BERLIN 7060 

1 . AT LUNCH NOVEMBER 9, WALLY MORGAN, AN AMERICAN 
PROFESSOR NOW TEACHING AT HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITY, GAVE 
CHARGE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME EXPLANATION FOR THE RECENT 
GOVERNMENT CHANGES AS DID KOSIN TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER 
EARLIER (REFTEL). LUNCH CAME AT MORGAN'S INITIATIVE, 

AFTER CHARGE HAD SUGGESTED TO MORGAN AND DR. HAGEN OF 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AT EMBASSY'S 
ELECTION EVE PARTY THAT GDR SUFFERS LOSS OF CREDIBILITY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 07094 121034Z 

WHEN SUCH CHANGES OCCUR WITHOUT RATIONAL EXPLANATION. 
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MORGAN SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED CHARGE TO SAY HE HAD TALKED 
TO "INFORMED PEOPLE" ABOUT CHANGES AND WANTED TO SHARE 
INFORMATION WITH CHARGE. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE 
BASIC KOSIN/MORGAN VERSION IS THE ONE GDR WISHES TO 
HAVE ACCEPTED BY INTERESTED OBSERVERS. 

2. ACCORDING TO MORGAN, WHILE THERE WAS NO OPPOSITION 
TO HONECKER TAKING ON A GOVERNMENT POSITION TO ENABLE 
HIM TO PLAY A LARGER ROLE IN GDR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THERE 
IS ALLEGEDLY SOME CONCERN, AMONG UNNAMED CIRCLES, 

THAT THIS COULD LEAD TO SOME FORM OF PERSONALITY CULT. 

PEOPLE REMEMBER THAT ULBRICHT HAD HELD SAME POSITONS, 
ALTHOUGH NO ONE WAS COMPARING HONECKER TO ULBRICHT. 
MORGAN ASSERTED ALSO THAT THERE IS A FAIR AMOUNT OF 
INTEREST AMONG STUDENTS AT HUMBOLDT CONCERNING THE REASONS 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT CHANGES, BUT THAT NO EXPLANATION IS 
BEING GIVEN TO THEM. 

3. IN TERMS OF FOREIGN POLICY, UNLIKE KOSIN, MORGAN SAID 
THAT THE CHANGES WILL RESULT IN A HARDER LINE TOWARD 
THE FRG, HE SAID THE GDR FEELS IMPELLED TO RESPOND FASTER 
AND HARDER TO ANTI-GDR STATEMENTS OR ACTIONS MADE BY WEST 
GERMAN POLITICAL CIRCLES. HE CLAIMED THE GDR LEADERSHIP 
CONTINUES TO FEEL INSECURE, AND THAT CONTINUAL WEST 
GERMAN REFERENCES TO "INNER-GERMAN RELATIONS" DRIVE 
THEM UP THE WALL. HE WAS NOT SPECIFIC, HOWEVER, HOW 

THIS HARDER LINE MIGHT BE MANIFESTED OR WHETHER THE 
GDR WOULD ACTUALLY IMPLEMENT SUCH A POLICY IF, IN THE 
BROADER CONTEXT OF FRG/SOVIET RELATIONS, THE SOVIETS 
WOULD WISH TO FOLLOW A MORE MODERATE LINE. HE CLAIMED 
FURTHER THAT THE GDR WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE US 
ALMOST AT ANY COST, BUT THAT "SOME PEOPLE" ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE FOREIGN POLICY APPROACH THE NEW 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION MAY TAKE, PARTICULARLY WHEN 
NAMES LIKE BRZEZINSKI AND SCHLESINGER ARE MENTIONED AS 
POSSIBLE MEMBERS OF A NEW ADMINSTRATION. 

4. ON THE REASONS FOR SINDERMANN'S DEMOTION, MORGAN SAID 
HE SIMPLY WAS NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO KEEP HARD-DRIVING 
MINISTERS IN LINE. WHILE THE GDR ECONOMIC SITUATION WAS 
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NOT TOO BAD, EAST GERMANY NEEDED TO PRODUCE MORE AND 
BETTER QUALITY GOODS IN ORDER TO EXPORT MORE TO THE WEST 
TO EARN MUCH-NEEDED HARD CURRENCY. IT WAS FELT THAT 
STOPH WOULD BE BETTER ABLE TO TIGHTEN UP THE SITUATION 
TO BRING THIS ABOUT. HOWEVER, SINCE SINDERMANN HAS A 
CERTAIN AMOUNT OF POPULARITY AND SINCE THERE IS AN 
INCREASING FLOW OF PARLIAMENTARY VISITS AS A RESULT OF 
THE GDR'S NEW STATUS, IT WAS FELT THAT SINDERMANN WOULD 
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BE ABLE TO FURTHER GDR INTERNATIONAL INTERESTS AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE VOLKSKAMMER. LIKE KOSIN, MORGAN 
REJECTED THE IDEA THAT THE VOLKSKAMMER COULD BECOME 
ANY KINDOF GENUINE DEMOCRATIC FORUM, OR THAT THE 
REGIME ACTUALLY ENVISAGED SUCH A ROLE FOR IT. 

5. COMMENT: WE CONTINUE TO THINK THERE IS MUCH THAT 
IS PLAUSIBLE IN THE BASIC KOSIN/MORGAN VERSION OF THE 
REASONS FOR THE CHANGE AND NOTE THAT KOSIN ON NOVEMBER 
5 GAVE A MEMBER OF THE FRG REPRESENTATION HERE THE 
SAME STORY HE HAD GIVEN US THE DAY BEFORE. ON MORGAN'S 
ASSERTION THAT THE GDR WILL ADOPT A HARDER LINE TOWARD THE FRG, 
WE THINK IT IS TOO SOON TO TELL. WE NOTE IN THIS 

CONNECTION THAT THE GDR APPEARS TO BE STAKING OUT A HARDER 
LINE ON FRG TREATMENT OF EAST GERMAN TRAVELLERS, 

THREATENING POSSIBLE RETALIATION (SEPTEL). ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THE GDR PRESS IS REPORTING FACTUALLY CONTINUING 
CONTACTS BETWEEN FRG AND GDR TRADE UNIONS. WE ASSUME 
THE GDR WOULD NOT GO TOO FAR ON A HARDER LINE UNTIL THE 
CONTOURS OF FURTURE FRG/USSR RELATIONS BECOME CLEARER. 

6. WE SEE A SLIGHTDISCREPANCY BETWEEN THE KOSIN AND 
MORGAN VERSIONS REGARDING THE TIMING OF THE CHANGE. KOSIN 
MAINTAINED THAT THE CONSEQUENCES OF SINDERMANN S POOR 
PERFORMANCE HAD BECOME SO ACUTE THAT A CHANGE HAD TO 

BE MADE IMMEDIATELY LEADING TO THE HONECKER SHIFT AS 
WELL WHICH OTHERWISE WOULD HAVE COME AT A LATER DATE. 

IN CONTRAST, MORGAN DOWNPLAYED THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 
GDR ECONOMIC SITUATION AND SAID THAT THE VOLKSKAMMER 
ELECTIONS HAD PROVIDED A CONVENIENT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 
RESHUFFLE, THEREBY IMPLYING THAT NO ONE CHANGE HAD 
LEDTO THE OTHERS. POLANSKY 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, REORGANIZATIONS, GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES, POLITICAL PARTIES, PARTY LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 NOV 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BERLIN07094 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760422-0220 
From: BERLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 976/newtext/tl 9761 155/aaaabvnu. tel 

Line Count: 146 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 BERLIN 7060 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <08 APR 2004 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GDR LEADERSHIP CHANGES 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, GE, GC, SED, (HONECKER, ERICH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



